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Padiham schools unite
efugees appeal
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BY SUE PLUNKETT
susan.plunkett@jpress.co.uk
Twitter:@burnleyexpress

Padiham'sfive primary
schools have called on the
town to unite behind themin
acampaign to help refugees
inSyria.

Tomorrow sees the prima-
ry schools work together for
the first time ever when they
launch the appeal to help fam-
ilies fleeing the war in Syria.
The idea came from Mrs
Kathleen McKeating who is
headteacher at St John’s RC
Primary after a parent men-
tioned how moved she was to
see the families’ suffering.
Mrs McKeating said: “As a
Catholic school it is our ethos
tohelp othersand I knew that
thechildren, parentsand staff
wanted to do something to
help and I believe it is impor-
tant toteach our children how
toreact to a crisis like this.
“The idea to involve the
otherschoolsin Padiham grew
from that so I held a meeting
with all the headteachers and
they have all come on board
with us. Thisis the first time
ever the five schools have
worked together in an initia-
tive of thiskind.”
The schools involved in

the project with St John’s are
St Leonard’s C of E, Padiham
Primary, Padiham Green and
Hapton Primary School. Each

~ school has been collecting

individually and tomorrow
teachers and a selection of
pupils will be arriving at St
John’s at around 11am with
their donations.

Letters have been sent out
toalltheshopsandbusinesses
in Padiham from children at
St John’s asking for donations
and parents, teachers,

Pupilsat St John's RC Primary School get ready tolaunch the Syria

pupils and residents in the
community are being asked
todonateitems.

Mrs McKeating added:
“The list of items needed is
very specific with items of
clothing and footwear need-
ed for men as they have been
deluged with donations for
women and children. Train-
ers, shoes and wellington
boots are needed and they
have also asked for very spe-
cific items such as belts, tar-
paulins, ground sheets and
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tents that can be used as the
harsh winter approaches.”

The school will be open all
daytomorrowtoaccept dona-
tions. These will be boxed up
and taken to Morecambe and
handed overtothe charity Cal
Aid which is responsible for
transporting the goods over
to Calais.

Anyone who would like to
make a donation is asked to
check on the school website
www.st-john.lancs.sch.uk.

BURNLEY EXPRESS





