
 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
We have finally made it to the end of term and the strains of the current lockdown are 
showing on everyone.  The numbers in school have continued to rise and we are 
nearing having 50% of our children in school and 50% accessing remote learning.  
  
I know that the challenges of balancing home, work and child care have never been 
greater and this is felt by both parents and teachers alike.  The profession that our 
teachers signed up for is so very different from what they are currently being asked 
to do as class teachers.  I am however immensely proud of our teaching and support  
staff and the seamless transition that they achieved in switching from live teaching to 
remote learning.  Also, the addition of daily live sessions has caused a great air of 
excitement through school over the past two weeks and the teachers have enjoyed 
these sessions as much as the pupils have.  We have also noticed increased 
motivation from our pupils who are joining these meetings. 
  
With all that in mind we are all well and truly ready for a much deserved break as this 
term has been a whirlwind.  Whilst we may be prevented from meeting our friends 
and families and have no option to jump on a train or plane to visit attractions and 
venues, we can enjoy time at home  Let’s hope that we will be blessed with some 
bright weather to allow us all to enjoy the outdoors and 
some quality time with our families. 
  
Our newsletter today is a lengthy one but we have tried to 
include photos to show the full breadth of what is going on 
in and out of school ss we can. Live sessions with the 
children’s class teachers and the setting of work on the 
website will resume on Monday 22nd February. 
 
Have a great weekend and a lovely half term break.  
God Bless 
 
Mrs McKeating 

Weekly Newsletter 
Friday 12th February 

2021 
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COVID SYMPTOMS AND REPORTING 
  
May I remind you all that if  any member of  
your family  presents with the highly 
advertised covid symptoms you should: 
 

 Get ALL members of  their family to self  

isolate immediately 

 Book a test 

 Go for a covid test. 

 Ensure that the whole family continue to self  issolate until the 
results are returned. 

 
If  a child has a positive test result then they must contact Mrs 
McKeating on head@st-john.lancs.sch.uk.  

  
This is especially important during half  term as this will be the only 

email address that is monitored on a daily basis.  
 

If  a child presents with symptoms within the period of  48 hours from 
leaving school on Friday 12th February then I would need to contact all 
 direct contacts within their bubble to ask them to self  isolate during 

half  term. 

LENT 

Next week marks the start of  Lent– a time of  
reflection, prayer and giving to others.  

 

Please do your best to highlight Shrove Tuesday 
and Ash Wednesday within your family. It is so sad 
that we are unable to be in church together but 
never has the power of  prayer and helping others 
been so important.  

 

When we return to school each class will be 
deciding on their Lent Charity and planning 
their fundraising events and these will be 
included in our next newsletter.  

mailto:head@st-john.lancs.sch.uk


PARENTS EVENING FOR RECEPTION TO YEAR 6 PUPILS 
Each year we have our annual Parent’s evening during the 
week beginning the 15th March.  As the children have not been 
in school since December it seems inappropriate to keep to 
same timings and I feel it would be more beneficial to delay 
this to a later date when we have the children back in school. 
  
PARENTS EVENING NURSERY 
As you are well aware our Nursery was not included in the 
National Lockdown and has remained fully open since 
September 2020.  As the children are in school everyday we 
will be keeping to our normal reporting timetable and parents 
will be invited to attend a meeting with their Nursery Teachers 
during the week beginning the 15th March.  We will be in touch 
after half  term with details of  how to book your appointment 
and in what format the meeting will take place. 

REMINDER 

School will close to ALL PUPILS today for the 
Half  Term Break. 

School will re-open on Monday 22nd February 
to: 

 Critical Workers’ children & Vulnerable Children in  Rec–Y6 

 ALL NURSERY CHILDREN  

Online leaning will re-commence on the same day.  

Support staff 

Could I take this opportunity to say a big thank you 
to the team of non-teaching staff  we have here at 
St Johns– the lunchtime welfare team, the kitchen 
ladies, our cleaners and the office team who are all 
doing a great job supporting me and the class teams at keeping the 
school running in these trying times. The school machine goes on and 
they are all an integral part to the daily life of  school.  
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Please remember in your prayers the 
Coates family and the Morgan family 
who have both suffered the loss of  a 
loved one recently.  

Please continue your prayers for baby Caleb Morgan who is 
still poorly in hospital.  

 

 

Throughout the National Lockdown period the 
government has excluded Nursery settings from its 

restrictions and urged schools to keep Nursery 
classes fully open. 

 

We have stayed OPEN and have had a steady attendance of approximately 
65% of children attending every day and we thank parents for allowing them 
to continue their learning in class alongside their friends and with the 

Nursery Team. 

 

The EYFS  classrooms are regularly “fogged” with antibacterial mist and 

equipment is cleaned down throughout the day. Staff wear full PPE for 
intimate care and the rooms are fully ventilated and the outside classroom is 
in constant use. 

 

Whilst we recognise the worries that families have in these times, the 
mainstay of our EYFS curriculum is to help the children to learn and 
experience a range of social interaction and communication skills which can 

only be done when they are learning and playing alongside their peers.  

 

We appreciate that some families have a medical 
need to isolate but we would ask all other 
Nursery families to consider phasing their little 
ones back into class as soon as they feel able to 

after the half term break. It may even help you 
with your home-schooling of older siblings.  
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HOME LEARNER OF THE WEEK  

REC Pippa Beresford 

YR 1 Rosie Jarman  

YR 2 Ava Rose Ramsbottom 

YR 3 Helaina Beresford 

YR 4 Rowan Bradford 

YR 5 Theo Edwards 

YR 6 Dylan Morris 

 

SCHOOL LEARNER OF THE WEEK  

REC Emma Lynch 

YR 1 Seth Molyneux  

YR 2 Holly Savage  

YR 3 Joshua Franklin 

YR 4 Thomas Grace 

YR 5 Libby Mount 

YR 6 Bethany Redfern  



Since the outbreak of  Covid-19 this time 

last year school life has changed 
dramatically and whilst we have relied 
upon our technology more than ever 
before to ensure that the children can 
continue to access their education and 

communicate daily with school.   
 
As you can imagine the need for our 
devices to function affectively and be readily available for all has 

never been greater.  We therefore have committed a huge amount of  
our funding into supporting and developing our facilities at St Johns.  
We have also applied to other sources for support with this.  
 
I am delighted to inform you that we have had two very generous 

donations and an allocation of  16 laptops from the DFE which have 
greatly supported us in this area. 
 
Thank you  to Burnley Emergency Assisted Grants on behalf  of  
Burnley Council for donating £2200 to support the purchase of  a 

further 16 laptops for Y3 and Y4 pupils. 
 
Thank you also to Mini Sport, Padiham  for donating £1500 towards 
purchasing new stand alone machines for the pupils to work on in 

school. 
  
Over the past year a great deal of  money has been invested in 
updating our technology in school including Interactive Televisions in 
classrooms, Laptops for pupils and stand alone 

PCs in the classroom so that we can provide our 
teachers and pupils with the correct tools to 
access the latest technology. Thanks also to our 
IT technician, Mr Phil Butterworth for his weekly 
support in setting up the new equipment and 

tackling any issues.  



Year 1 have been exploring the Polar regions, 
spreading the love through friendship and 

having a camp fire in the Arctic.  
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Pupils and Parents / Carers will: 

 Be available to learn remotely at the specified time. 

 Be dressed appropriately (No nightwear). 

 Not eat or drink during the session. 

 Participate in the session in a communal area of the home e.g. living 
room not a bedroom. 

 Mute/unmute the microphone when directed by the teacher. 

 Turn cameras on and off  when directed by the teacher. 

 Behave in a respectful manner in line with our Behaviour Policy. 

 Not interrupt the teacher, use the raise your hand or chat facility if  
you need to speak to the teacher. 

 Not take or record any images of  the online learning session and 
subsequently share those images with anyone. 

 Inform school if  their child is unwell and enable to join the session. 

 Contribute in a positive manner. 

 Ensure work is completed as set and to the best of  their ability. 

 Report any issues to the school as soon as possible.  

If  there is a requirement to upload work from a lesson, 
then this should be done by 6pm on the day of the lesson.  

If  any of  these rules are not adhered to pupils will be 
rejected from the meeting and the meeting may end for all. 

Pupil & Parent/ Carer Agreement for 
using TEAMs for Live Learning Sessions  


